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Dickinson County is un-
covering and stories are un-
folding from' the worst blizzard
to hit the area in at least 35
years.

The storm was still growing in
intensity as it hit northwest
Iowa, and Dickinson County
was in.the middle of the area
most severely inundated by the
tempest. It swept into
Dickinson County about 8 a.m.
Friday. By 10:00 the wind was
growing in intensity and by
noon visibility was down to a
quarter mile.

Spirit Lake schools dismissed
at 10:45 a.m. and as the storm's
intensity grew businesses began
to close and traffic was choked
to a virtual standstill.

Winds gusted to 60 miles per
hour, suspending all normal
activities and taking its toll on
both animal and human lives,
including one Spencer man.

Raymond James Mayou of
Spencer died while on a
snowmobile rescue mission to
help stranded motorists. He
became separated from his two
companion snowmobilers north
of Spencer early Friday night
and was reported missing later
that evening. A search party
found his body about 10 a.m.
Saturday approximately a
quarter mile west of Highway 71
north of Spencer.

Numerous storm related
dealhs were discovered in the
midwest as the holocaust

subsided and stories of storm
related hardships unfolded. .

Farmers were struck another
fierce blow in an already
disastrous year as large
numbers of cattle dropped to
the snow from exposure. The
high winds were the main
culprit in the considerable loss
of livestock.

The winds also caused
widespread loss of electrical
power in the area, and the loss
of some telephone service was
reported. Phones in Spirit
Lake, Arnolds Park and Wah-
peton were operated on battery
power dur ing . the power
outages.

With the loss of power came
the loss of heat in many
residences, and people began to
group for warmth and safety.

As the seriousness of the
storm became evident, rescue
workers, law officers, utility
employees, citizen band radio
operators, snowmobilers, road
maintenance workers and in-
numerable other workers and
volunteers sprung into action,
keeping loss of life, property
and discomfort to a minimum.

As the tales of events during
the ^blizzard unfold, the.
foremost message is that of
people helping people, often at
the risk of life.

The list of those who
sacrificed for the welfare of
others will never be complete,
but the results of their efforts

are included in almost every
storm story.

Service Maintained
Peoples Natural Gas was able

to maintain service throughout
the blizzard, according to
Clayton Hagberg of Peoples.
The sto/Tn had little effect on
gas line^ since they run under
ground.

"A lot of people learned how
to light their own pilot light,
though," Hagberg quipped.

The man "on call" received a
lot of phone calls for advise
during the storm, according to
Hagberg, but the storm
prohibited house service.

The company experienced
some low pressure in its lines
when the electricity came back
on and all the furnaces kicked
on at once, but no problems
resulted.

"We weathered it pretty
well," said Hagberg.

Director Stranded
Civil Defense Director

William Conner was stranded
by the storm at his residence on
Crescent Beach on West
Okoboji.

Jerry Stuckey of Spirit Lake
pinch-hit for Connor at the Civil
Defense office while Connor
handled more than 150 calls at
his home in directing the
emergency operations.

Connors cited the
snowmobilers and snowmobile

clubs for their outstanding
assistance during the
emergency situation, and ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
many others that helped during
the storm.

Jerry Stuckey contributed the
use of his four-wheel drive
International Scout to the
S h e r i f f ' s D e p a r t m e n t
throughout the storm for use in
rescue efforts. The vehicle was
used to transport Dr. K. L.
Clayton to Superior to aid Kate
Kepler in child birth, but he
arrived shortly after the birth
had occurred.

Great Help
Snowmobilers stormed into

action during the blizzard, and
their efforts played a major
contribution to keeping the
emergency operations func-
tioning. For much of the bliz-
zard, snowmobiles were the
only feasible means of tran-
sportation.

Fortunately, there were no
serious injuries reported among
Dickinson County snowmobilers
assisting in the rescue efforts.

However, Raymond Mayou,
32, of Spencer lost his life
Friday night after he became
lost in the storm during rescue
efforts and froze to death.

Commendations for all the
snowmobilers' efforts have
come from many corners, and a
more complete account of their
efforts will appear in next
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week's Beacon.

Telephones Out
Numerous phone lines were

downed by Ihe storm over the
weekend, reports Dave
Machula of Northwestern Bell
in Spirit Lake.

In addition, the power outages
in Spirit Lake, Arnolds Park
and Wahpeton forced the
company to go to battery power
in those areas. Power was out
in Spirit Lake and Arnolds Park
tor about 12 hours and in Wah-
peton for about 36 hours. Phone
usage drained the battery
power, so a plea went out over
local radio stations to restrict
calls to necessary emergency
calls only in those areas.

Machula reported that
residents seemed to cooperate
with the phone company's
request, and the office call load
was held down during the power
shortages.
• The company started to
repair services Monday in those
areas where the phone lines
were downed during the storm
Machula stated that phone
services was expected to be
back to normal by Tuesday
night.

Water Shortage
The power outages in Spirit

Lake and Wahpeton caused a
temporary shutdown of the
water treatment plants in those
two towns during the storm last
weekend.

Tlie chlorinating apparatus in
''ai^Tvatcf treatment plant in
Wahpeton was not functioning,
resulting in a warning to area
residents that the water should
be boiled before consumption to
insure purity. However, the
chlorinator has been returned to
service and the water restored
to drinking purity.

The power was restored to the
Spirit Lake plant in time to
insure a continuous water
supply in that town. Bill Dean
worked continuously at the
Spirit Lake plant from Friday to
Sunday during the storm.
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BLOWING IT AWAY-Iowa Highway Commission crews, using a
snimuiowe-r, opened the ssnthshsre o? Big Spirit Lake to traffic.
Working much' of Monday afternoon, the blower and crews with

conventional blades scraped and threw snow away from the
roadway.

Widespread Power Outage
Heavy winds gusting to 60

miles per hour or more which
accompanied last weekend's
storm resulted in widespread
power outages in Dickinson
County.

Power was lost in Spirit Lake,
Arnolds Park and Wahpeton at
11:10 p. m. Friday as the storm
was building to its peak.

Those outages were caused by
a series of problems which
overcame Iowa Electric's
backup systems and prohibited
the early restoration of power to
much of the lakes region, ac-
cording to Del Block, area
commercial manager for Iowa
EJeciric.

IE has a primary power
source and two a l te rna t ive
sources for use in emergencies,
but all were incapacilated or
unreachable during the height
of the blizzard, as the high
winds brought Ihe wind chill
down lo about -60 degrees.

In the Lakes Itcgion, Iowa
Electric has a 161,000 volt
feeder from a substation wcsl of
Milford, explained Block.

An alternative third source of
power available as a back-up is
another 69,000 voll power line
which feeds into Arnolds Park
from the Corn Belt plant cast of
Milford. Thai line is used as a
back-up source only.

A series of difficulties and the
complete choking off of travel
resulted in the temporary in-
capacitation of ail sources of
power except the generating
plant in Spirit Lake.

The problems began ap-
proximately 5:30 p. m. Friday
when a signal light at the Iowa
Electric control center in Cedar
Rapids indicated trouble on the
69,000 volt primary backup line
feeding from the Cornbelt
substation west of Milford.

IE crews attempted to i each
Ihe line's substation to find the
source of power. However, the
crew was unable to reach the
substation through the storm.

The 161,000 volt line which is
the main source of power for the
region was still in operation,
however, and therefore, there
was slill no loss of power.

At 11:10 p. m. Friday night
the heavy winds caused trouble
lo develop on that main line,
however, resulting in the total
loss of Iowa Electric's source
of power in the Lakes Region
and in some communities in
Osceola couniy.

At that point, both the 161,000
volt main power source and the
69,000 volt regular backup line
from vvesl Miiford had been
knocked out by the storm.

The third source of power, the
other 69,000 volt backup line
feeding into Arnolds Park from
the Corn Bell plant, was still
surviving the storm. However,
workmen were unable to battle
iheir way through the blinding
slorm and the drifts to close a
switch that would put lhat line
inlo service.

Thai switch must always be
open, according to Block,
because the power cannot be fed
from Ihis line if Ihe other two
primary sources are operating
normally.

Because of immobility, at
lhat point all Iowa Electric
crews could do was serve those
customers on lE's 2,400 volt
distribution system from its
generat ing plant on Ithaca
Avenue in Spirit Lake. This
restored power lo an area
primarily in Ihe central and
northeast parl of Spirit Lake.

Had IE crows been able to
reach anolher switch one mile
west of Spirit Lake, power could
have been routed to the Orleans
area and to Superior from the
generator yet on Friday
evening.

At approximately 10 a.m.
Saturday morning, despite the
high winds, crews were able to
reach Ihe switches east of

BUNDLED FOR THE BLIZZARD-An unidentified woman braved her way through the
grew in intensity in Spirit Lake last Friday afternoon. The blizzard is termed the worst at
the famous Armistice Day blizzard of 1940.

storm as it
(east since

Heavy Livestock Losses
Dickinson County farmers

were dealt yet another blow in
what has been a disastrous
period when last weekend's
blizzard roared through nor-
thwest Iowa and left a multitude
of dead livestock at its heels.

Early estimates place the
number of Dickinson County
cattle which perished in the
blizzard somewhere between
1500 and 2000 head.

The western portion of the
county was apparently hit the
hardest by livestock losses.
That is where the largest
concentration of livestock is in

the county, according to ASC
manager Duane Curry, and it is
also the portion hit hardest by
the draught last summer.

Two of the greatest losses
have been suffered by Bob and
Fred Ahrenstorff , who
estimated that they had lost
over 350 head, and Bernie Cohrs
who has lost over 250 head.

Cattle belonging to O.K.
McAllister of Milford were
spread about the Emerson Bay
area and some had wandered
out onto the lake. Snowmobilers
aided in the roundup of the
cattle, but not before many

perished.
As drifts built up over fences

and winds grew in intensity,
cattle apparently moved with
the wind over fences and
scattered about blindly seeking
shelter. There were numerous
reports of cattle breaking out of
shelters and out into the storm
after they were apparently
spooked by the blizzard.

Other type of livestock were
also reported to have been lost
to the storm.

The USDA Emergency Board
convened on Sunday evening to
begin the task of surveying the

losses and initiating action to
get relief for the victimized
farmers.

The emergency board con-
sists of: the three county
supervisors, the three ASC
committeemen, ASC manager
Duane Curry, District SCS
Conservationist Clarence Call,
Dickinson County Extension
Director Jim Yungclas, and
FHA Off ice Manager Bob
Snyder of Spencer.

The emergency board will
monitor the losses and may

(Continued on Page 3)

Arnolds Park and northwest of
Spirit Lake, restoring power to
the balance of the Lakes
Region, with the exception of
the Wahpelon area on west side
of Okoboji and up around to
'Haywards Bay.

Power restoration to that
area was still delayed because
power lines thai were lorn loose
from crossarms were being
knocked together by the high
winds.

Those strong winds and drifts
prevented IE linemen and
substation crews from reaching
the Montgomery subslalion to
rcsiore power lo lhal area.
Even if they had been able to
reach Ihe substalion, however,
the loose line would have
prevented power restoration at
thai lime, explained Block.

Early Sunday morning the
winds had finally subsided and
IE crews were successful in
locating the problem areas on
lhal l ine and power was
restored to the West Okoboji
area about 10:30 a.m.

There were slill some isolaied
cnses of elcclrical outages"
which weren't repaired until
later on Sunday because
linemen had to concenlrale on
the siluan'ons involving more
people, concluded Block.

/
CATTLE HUDDLED FOR PROTECTION FROM THE considerable losses. Gov. Ray has declared 40 buzzard-struck Iowa

KLEiMENTS-These cattle, believed lobe from the D.K. McAllister
herd, were discovered near the Emerson Bay access of west
Okoboji on Sunday. Snowmobiiers helped McAllister round up his
herd, but like cattlemen throug^^l. the area, MdMfcter suffered

K

counties as disaster areas, and the USDA Emergency .Board is
assessing the losses of Dickinson County farmers as a lirst step to
acquiring financial aid for the county Hvesb6ck raisers.



Tales Of The Blizzard Are Uncovered Along
Stork Roosts

Despite Blizzard
The stork began hovering

over the Randy Kepler home in
Superior during the height of
the storm on Saturday night and
by one o'clock Sunday morning
it became apparent to Mrs.
Kepler that she would need
professional help to deliver her
baby. A neighbor, Mrs. Vernon
Beultel was first on the scene
and .called Mrs. Loren
Wahlman, an obstetrics nurse
at the Dickinson County
Memorial Hospital, who for-
tunately lives about two blocks
from the Kepler home in
Superior.

Dr. K.L. Clayton was called at
Spirit Lake and began
preparing for the trip to
Superior, some seven miles east
of Spirit Lake on Highway 9. He
received assistance Irom the
Dickinson County Sheriff's
office and walked out over Ihe
drifts at the hospital to a

-waiting 4-wheel drive jeep
driven by Sheriff's Deputy Von
Kills.

^They were able to navigate
the drifts on Highway 9, which
had been opened somewhat
earlier in the storm by a V-
blade snowplow but visibility
was still less than Vt mile in
most places and the snow was
still blowing and drifting.

In the meantime Mrs.
Wahlman assisted in the
delivery of a fine son to the
Keplers at about 4 o'clock in the
morning. Dr. Clayton arrived
at 4:30 and adjudged the baby
boy to weigh nearly 7 Ibs.
Mrs. Edna Snow, Mrs. Kepler's
mother and also a resident of
Superior, was not able to make
it to the Kepler home during the
night and was brought by
snowmobile at about 8 a.m. to
see her new grandson.

.The couple's 3%-year-old
daughter, Gretchen, slept
soundly through the night, and
Mr. Kepler? . . . .he was
stranded at the John Morrell
plant in Eslherville and didn't
arrive home until about 10:30
Sunday morning.

Motels Harbor
Storm Orphans

Landlord and Mrs. Vern
Drawbaugh of the Oaks Motel
hosted 17 guests at a candle-
light breakfast last Saturday
morning, serving rolls
delivered by snowmobile by
Donna (Mrs. Dudley) Short of
the Spirit Lake Bakery the night
before. Mrs. Drawbaugh was
slightly handicapped having
only a 6-cup percolator for
coffee-making. She continued
to show concern for her guests
and by 4 pjn. Saturday af-
ternoon began making
preparations for the evening
meal, baking two beef roasts
with all the fixin's including
pumpkin bread for dessert.

Sunday a.rr,. dawned with a

ROYAL
OPEN NIGHTLY - 7:00 PAL
SHOWS AT 7:15 - &:IO ?.M.
MATINEE SAT. - 2:15 P.M.

PHONE 336-1848

STARTING WED., JAN. 15

THEU SAT., JAN. 18

"JUGGERNAUT"

JAN. 19 THRU 21

"DR.
ZHiVAGG"

Once Nightly at 8 pjn.

quieter scene but the motel
guests were invited in for toast
and coffee and then the digging
out began. Manning the
snowblower and shovels were
parrel! Waite of Aurora, Colo.,
an employee of Western
Electric, Roger SHngerland of
Estherville, an employee of the
Spirit Lake Beacon, Milo
Stevens of the Estherville Daily
News staff, who also did not
make it out of Spirit Lake
Friday afternoon, and others.

By Sunday noon some of the
men were able to waik to a store
and purchase TV dinners which
were prepared for 10 still
stranded at the motet and
Sunday evening the
Drawbaughs entertained 11 for
hamburgers.

Bub Glynn of Chicago, a
driver for the C.W. Johnson Co.,
had delivered his cargo Friday
afternoon and sought shelter at
the Oaks Motel but drove past in
the swirling snow and got north
around the corner on Highway 9
heading east, before he slipped

into the ditch. Tom Kuhlman
pulling a car in with his
wrecker, picked up Glynn and
brought him to the Oaks for
what was to be an overnight
stay that stretched into three
days. Glynn, a diabetic, per-
sisted in getting along without
his insulin so as not to in-
convenience anyone, but by
Sunday morning it became
apparent that he would need
assistance and Jerry Stukey
was dispatched from the
Dickinson County Memorial
Hosp. with the needed
medication.

One of the families stranded
at the Oaks Motel were Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Geideman and
three children of Ishpeming,
Mich, who were on their way to
California. Geideman had just
completed a tour ,of duty in
Germany with the U.S. Army
and was on his way to another
assignment with his family
pulling a U-Haul trailer. His
classic remark, "Is this what
you call a blizzard?"

Bili Aharl and son Jim,
sextons at the Lakeview
Cemetery at Spirit Lake and the

Okoboji Cemetery were in-
volved in a funeral Friday af-
ternoon and we"> fortunate to
find lodging at the Oaks Motel
when'it became impossible to
gel any , further toward their
farm home 5 miles northeast of
Spirit Lake. They left the motel
Saturday morning and spent the
breakfast hours at the Spirit
Lake Bakery, found other
places open to eat their meals
Saturday, spent Saturday night
as guests of the county, finding
sleeping accommodations at the
County Jail, and were driven
home Sunday by Ronnie Hart-
wig with a 4-wheel drive
vehicle, arriving at the end of
their lane around 1 p.m. and
making the last of their trip on
foot, six-tenths of a mile up the
lane.

The Drawbaughs expressed
their gratitude that all their
guests has been most
cooperative and had left

donations to help pay the cost of
the food. Her main concern
during the height of the storm,
said Margaret, was that there
would not be miik enough for
the children involved. But it all
worked oul very well.

Over forty travelers,
truckers, local people, Berkley
and McQuay employees and
even a few-days-old baby were
occupants of the Motel
Shamrock during the past
weekend blizzard. Mike and
Judy Chadek and their children
hosted an overflow assemblage
and by noon on Saturday the
chow line began to form as one
by one the motel entries were
shoveled out and the occupants
moved along the building to the
Chadek's living quarters where
the "chef" was emptying her
larder.

Saturday night the braver
souls ventured across the high-
way to the Berkley plant and
brought food from the vending
machines. By Sunday noon

some could gel to the now-open
grocery staves.

The last of those stranded saw
his jack-knifed truck freed from
the drifts west of the Memory
Gardens cemetery Tuesday
morning. He was Don Undine of
Sioux City, driving a Kaplan
truck.

Mrs. Chadek expressed the
hope thai an experience like this
doesn't happen very often but if
il should occur again they will
be fortunate enough to have the
same marvelous bunch of
guests who expressed no
complaints concerning their
plight, pitched . in wherever
possible to help and even hoped
that the guys who washed the
dishes would be along the next
storm.

Home occupants were
cautioned today that it would be
wise to investigate the
probability of snow in your
attic, since the swirling snow
filtered into even the smallest
crevice and made little drifts
and accumulations of frost on
window and door sills.

One homeowner in the north
part of Spirit Lake has reported
having scooped several pickup
loads of snow from the atlic of
his home and a neighbor of his
is finding Ihe same thing true
as they began checking for
possible damage.

The atlic vents along the roof-
line of homes was a perfect
place for snow to filter in and
could cause much trouble when
it warms and begins to melt.

Reports of stranded school
bus loads of children were not

the case of the Spirit Lake
schools, as the decision to clost
the schools at 10:45 Friday
morning proved ample time to
gel all students to their homos
before vis ib i l i ty and drif ts
closed the rural roads.
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YOU SAID IT-The marque of the Royal Theater summed it up last Monday as residents began
discovering the extent of the blizzard of '75. Some called it an artic hurricane, some called it a big--
blow. What others called it postal regulations forbid printing, but everyone in northwest Iowa
now have something to tell their grandchildren about.

JACKKN1FED IN THE BLIZZARD-This Kaplan Food's truck
slid into tbe ditch on Highway 9 Friday just west of the Highway 71
intersection in Spirit Lake. The jackknife occurred about Friday
noon as the blizzard was building in intensity. Don Undine of Sioux

City, the driver of the track, braved out the storm in Mot«l
Shamrock with a host of other stranded motorists. Undine was not
hurt, but his truck could not be rescued until Tuesday morning.

[•news notes J 'BTHERVILLFS
Handicap Haven
Meeting Jan. 20

Handicap Haven, Inc. will
hold its next meeting on Mon-
day, Jan. 20, ?.t 7:30 pjn. at
Handicap Haven in Spirit Lake.

ARC To Meet
The Dickinson County

Association for Retarded
Citizens will meet on Wed-
nesday, Jan. 22, at 7:30 pjn. at
Handicap Haven in Spirit Lake.

Dave Naeve of Vocational
Rehabilitation of IARC will be
the guest speaker.

No School Friday
For Jr. & Sr. Highs
There will be no school in the

Spirit Lake junior or senior high
schools this Friday, Jan. 17.
Teachers will be recording

during that time.

Classes in the elementary
school will meet as usual.

VAC Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the

Voluntary Action Center will be
held at the Spirit Lake City Hall,
Monday, Jan. 20 at 7:30 p.m.

Al! persons interested in the
work of this group are urged to
auend.

Retailers Meeting
Set For Today

The Iowa Great Lakes Area
Chamber of Commerce will
conduct a meeting for area
retailers at the Tail & Ale
Thursday (today), at noon.

All . area retailers, both
members and non-members of
the chamber, are invited to
attend.

Juror Reporting
Dates Rescheduled

Due to the inclement weather
this past week the jurors are
reporting as listed:

Petit Jury to report for duty
on Jan. 21 at 10:00 a.m.

Grand Jvry to report for duty
on Jan. 27 at WPP n rn.
Judge Edward F. Kennedy of
Sibley will be presiding.
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Astory of Jesus
sung and told

by Johnny Cash

See This .Film
SUN., JAN. M - 1M P.M.

at the
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

CHURCK - 15W Hill Ave.,
Spirit Lake, Iowa

A Free Will offerinc will
be taken. Rev. S. K. Carl.

n, pastor, extends a cor-
dial invitation to the public
to attend.

SHOW
CUT HART

With
SALLY FLTNN
and j«fe JBMS
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MEMBEE LASSS
LISTING SERVICE

CALL 338-2790

NO NEED TO RIDE
A MAGIC CARPET

When you live at this location. Only one block from school,
and two blocks from downtown. 1900 square feet of quality
construction. Two large lots, a triple garage, central air, two
fireplaces, newly redecorated throughout. Why not light
your fire in this great family home.

HAVE YOU GOT A HAMMER
AND A BRUSH?

This three bedroom home on two large lots needs some
tender loving care. There is a full basement, a single car
garage, a small storage building and a great place to raise
kids. It won't last, long at 15,500. Call Today.

MONEY'S NOT AS TIGHT AS OU THINK

U you're thinking of buying a home, rumors of tight money might be holding you back.
You don't need a wmdfa l,...just some help in shopping. The Elaine Hoien Agency

provides just this kind of professional service. We can help arrange financing toarer

THE LOCATION AMU PRICE
M A K E EVERYTHING NICE

We have just listed this great little home. Located in Loer-
view it features two bedrooms, atlached garage a full
basement, and much more. The price is right, and financing
is available.

BETWEEN THE R I V E R
AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA

Marv Goetsch built this house just as cute as it can be 1250
square feet, mitral air, three bedrooms, two full baths deck,
great appliances, double attached garage, fireplace, and an
excellent location. Call now

COT A THREE BEDROOM F A M I L Y
IN A TWO BEDROOM HOUSE?

We have just listed the answer to your problem. This home
has 1400square leet of 1 i ving area plus lots of storage. Three
bedrooms,recreation room, large yard and much more. The
Blame Hoicn Agency.

Hlalne Hoien
Xlt-2157

BLAINE HOIEN A6ENCY
l>on Kcdawig

Xtt-lMS
Hillllenaman


