
  

Northwest Iowa SKYWARN® 
& Amateur Radio Emergency Services 

Serving Clay, Dickinson and Emmet Counties in Northwest Iowa 

MEETING NOTES 

 

June 4, 2009 
Community Room, Dickinson County Courthouse, Spirit Lake, Iowa 

 
Leadership Present (3) Leadership Absent (2) Members Present (8) 
Mike Ehret (Dickinson) KCØRIG 

Aaron Sloan (Dickinson) KAØZOZ 
Terry Reekers (Emmet) KBØQCS 

Steve Quattlebaum (Clay) KCØWEX 
Eric Tigges (Clay) 

Tim Blaise (Emmet) 
Jayson Prentice (Emmet) KC0TQO 
Eric Hinshaw (Dickinson) KB0LOX 
Shari Hansen (Dickinson) KD0DEA 
Jon Schacherer (Emmet) KC0MWJ 
Andrew Lauson (Emmet) KD0CWZ 
Dan Rogers (Dickinson) KB0URP 

DeeDee McCoy (Dickinson) 
Daren Diers (Dickinson) N0WOK 

Wesley Lynn (Dickinson) WA0YFQ 
Mike Earnest (Dickinson) WA0ARS 

 
 

Agenda Item Notes 
Call Meeting to 
Order 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Weekend Severe 
Wx Outlook 

Jayson Prentice (KC0TQO) gave an outlook for the upcoming weekend regarding 
the potential for severe weather. Essentially, it will depend on where the warm 
front ends up and at this time, it does not appear that it will get far enough north 
to get us in the area for severe weather. At most, areas from Sioux City to Storm 
Lake may be affected. (For those who do not know Jayson, he graduated this spring 
from Iowa State with a degree in Meteorology and plans to be around through the 
summer to help out our organization and be our resident meteorologist.) 

Spotter 
Activations 

Mike (KC0RIG) reported that there has really only been one spotter activation back 
on May 6 involving a tornado warning for Osceola, O’Brien, Clay & Dickinson 
Counties. Most activity was confined to SE Osceola, NE O’Brien and NW Clay 
Counties. Otherwise, has been a very quiet spring. 

Amateur Radio 
Licensing 
training 
sessions 

Aaron (KA0ZOZ) said attendance for the training sessions he’s held have been 
sporadic. At this time, there are no dates for future training session and no testing 
dates have been scheduled. 

Repeater 
information 

Aaron (KA0ZOZ) notified everyone that the Spirit Lake (Six One) repeater will be 
tone protected starting Friday, June 5 because of continued interference from 
neighboring repeaters. Aaron stated this will continue at least through this 
summer. The tone for the 146.610 repeater is 110.9. 

Operations 
Manual 

Mike (KC0RIG) stated that at each meeting he’d like to discuss a small section of 
the Operations Manual. This month will be the radio etiquette section. Mike 
reminded everyone that during spotter activations to try to keep traffic to just 



severe weather reports such as any hail, strong winds above 50mph and, of course, 
tornadoes, funnel clouds and any rotation spotted. Keep traffic short and sweet. 
Please review this section of the document. 

Internet 
Resources 

Mike (KC0RIG) gave the group several websites to keep up to date with weather 
information. Those included: 

 Our own organization website: www.dcoem.org/skywarn 

 National Weather Service: www.weather.gov 

 Storm Prediction Center: www.spc.noaa.gov 

 Local weather info for PDAs and smart phones: www.dcoem.org/em/pda 
Mike also updated the group on the weather station at the .61 repeater site. The 
software has been updated and we are working on rebuilding the weather pages. 
The website is www.lakeparkia.com/sixone. There is also now a webcam there 
installed by Aaron (KA0ZOZ) and available for viewing. 

Radar Software Mike (KC0RIG) showed different options for viewing NWS radar data. The NWS has 
the information on their website and there are also programs out there that will 
display this data as well. Mike demonstrated the Gibson Ridge software. The basic 
version (level 3) is available for a one-time cost of $80. There is a plethora of data 
available to display on this program, some free and some has a subscription fee. 
The software is available for a 30-day trial at www.grlevelx.com. 

Group 
Discussion 

It was asked to explain how the velocity mode on the radar works. Jayson 
(KC0TQO) explained how this works, that the areas of red on the map is wind 
moving away from the radar and green colors are winds moving toward the radar. 
Mike showed data from the August 13 event near Lake Park where a brief tornado 
touched down and also showed how meteorologists use the velocity data to find 
areas of rotation within thunderstorms. 
 
Mike asked for any suggestions on topics for upcoming group meetings. It was 
asked when the damage assessment training would be held. Terry (KB0QCS) 
recommended it be in the fall or winter when more people are available and 
scheduled far enough in advance for people to plan for. It was decided that at the 
October 1 meeting we would hold the training. 

Important 
Upcoming Dates 

 Monday, June 22: IGL Amateur Radio Club picnic at Horseshoe Bend Park 
(north shelter house). Gather from 5 to 6pm, eat shortly after 6:00pm. 
Contact Dan Rogers (KB0URP) or Eric Hinshaw (KB0LOX) for more details. 

 Saturday, June 27: Amateur Radio Field Day at Horseshoe Bend Park 
(south shelter house). Setup from 9 to 10 a.m., start operating at noon 
Saturday. 

 Thursday, July 2: NW Iowa SKYWARN/ARES Meeting @ Courthouse in 
Spirit Lake. 7:00 p.m. 

 Our regular meetings will be the first Thursday of each month 

 Thursday, October 1: NW Iowa SKYWARN/ARES Meeting @ Courthouse in 
Spirit Lake. 7:00 p.m. ** DISASTER ASSESSMENT TRAINING** 

Adjourn 
Meeting 

Meeting was adjourned around 8:00 p.m. The next meeting will be Thursday, July 2 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Room in the Dickinson County Courthouse. If you 
have any topics you’d like discussed, please contact any member of the group 
leadership. 
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